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STAN AUSTIN — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.20 pm]: Stan Austin was born on 19 March 1915 and passed away in his 
sleep on 8 May 2011. He was educated in Albany and, like many of his generation, left school at the age of 
16 years to start work. In 1946, Stan married Marie Jackson of Fremantle and they had three daughters—Wendy, 
Janet and Shanti. A passionate sailor, Stan was a life member and former commodore of the Princess Royal 
Sailing Club. One of his sailing passions was Kestral, which he built and launched in 1940, only to see it 
immediately commissioned as a naval vessel to patrol the waters of King George Sound. For many years after 
the war, Stan and Kestral supplied goods to the lighthouses off Albany and raced in many yachting regattas. Stan 
got a lot of joy from teaching people how to sail on her. Stan will be best remembered for his role in building an 
exact replica of the brig Amity which brought the first European settlers to Albany. As an experienced 
shipbuilder, Stan took on the challenge to research, design and build the brig from scratch. Stan, along with 
Pieter van de Brugge and many other local craftsmen, completed the replica in time, on Christmas Day 1976, for 
the 150th anniversary of Lockyer’s landing. Stan contributed so much to the Albany community through the 
books he wrote and through his long involvement with the Albany Historical Society. Albany has lost an icon; a 
historian who chronicled our rich maritime history and a man who worked so hard to make the brig Amity replica 
a reality. A true gentleman with a laconic sense of humour, he gave much to the community and wanted little in 
the way of recognition in return. We are unlikely to see the likes of Stan Austin again. 
 


